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distinct particularity, what rumour always huddles in ge-
neral exclamations, or perplexes by undigested narratives;
to show whence happiness or calamity is derived, and
whence it may be expected; and honestly to lay before
the people, what inquiry can gather of the past, and con-
jecture can estimate of the future.

The general subject of the present war is sufficiently
known. It is allowed, on both sides, that hostilities began
in America, and that the French and English quarrelled
about the boundaries of their settlements, about grounds
and rivers, to which, I am afraid, neither can show any
other right than that of power, and which neither can oc-
cupy but by usurpation, and the dispossession of the na-
tural lords and original inhabitants. Such is the contest,
that no honest man can heartily wish success to either
party.

It may, indeed, be alleged, that the Indians have
granted large tracts of land both to one and to the other;
but these grants can add little to the validity of our titles,
till it be experienced, how they were obtained; for, if they
were extorted by violence, or induced by fraud; by threats,
which the miseries of other nations had shown not to be
vain; or by promises, of which no performance was ever
intended, what are they but new modes of usurpation, but
new instances of cruelty and treachery?

And, indeed, what but false hope, or resistless terrour,
can prevail upon a weaker nation to invite a stronger into
their country, to give their lands to strangers, whom no
affinity of manners, or similitude of opinion, can be said to
recommend, to permit them to build towns, from which
the natives are excluded, to raise fortresses, by which they
are intimidated, to settle themselves with such strength,
that they cannot afterwards be expelled, but are, for ever,
to remain the masters of the original inhabitants, the dic-
tators of their conduct, and the arbiters of their fate ?

When we see men acting thus against the precepts of
reason, and the instincts of nature, we cannot hesitate to
determine, that, by some means or other, they were de-